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them. In fact, Rosanette's vanity had been flattered
by the duel, of which she believed herself to be the
occasion. Then, she was very much astonished that
he did not hasten to take advantage of his achieve-
ment; and, in order to compel him to return to her,
she had invented this story that she wanted five hun-
dred francs. How was it that Frederick did not ask
for a little love from her in return ? This was a piece
of refinement that filled her with amazement, and, with
a gush of emotion, she said to him:
"Will you come with us to the sea-baths?"
"What does 'us' mean?"
"Myself and my bird. I'll make you pass for a
cousin of mine, as in the old comedies."
"A thousand thanks!"
"Well, then, you will take lodgings near ours/'
The idea of hiding himself from a rich man humili-
ated him.
"No! that is impossible."
"Just as you please!"
Rosanette turned away with tears in her eyes.
Frederick noticed this, and in order to testify the
interest which he took in her, he said that he was
delighted to see her at last in a comfortable position.
She shrugged her shoulders. What, then, was
troubling her? Was it, perchance, that she was not
loved.
"Oh! as for me, I have always people to love
me!"
She added:
"It remains to be seen in what way."
Complaining that she was "suffocating with the
heat," the Mar6chale unfastened her vest; and, with-
out any other garment round her body, save her siik